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Advocacy through the lens of 

the 2021 Tour of Homes…

The 2021 Tour of Homes was 

inspired and led by Susan 

Leggett.  Susan shared a vision 

and persevered with her 

committee to bring the 24th 

annual tour to a resounding 

success.  The TOH Team 

consisted of a remarkable group 

of members who worked together 

to create a world-class 

experience on Kiawah Island. 

The proceeds from the ticket and 

ad sales were exceptional. 
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Pres idents ’  Le t te r ,  con t inued

Warm regards,

Carol Cronk and Marty Penkhus, 

CSOL Co-Presidents

Additionally, SCORE sales were phenomenal, the 2022 Car 

Raffle was unveiled and 9 new CSOL members were recruited. 

The CSOL is known for successful events that are well 

orchestrated, on target, and relevant. The 24th Tour delivered on 

this by all accounts.

Our time-honored events such as the Tour of Homes, would not 

be possible without the support of the Charleston community at 

large. The TOH for example, requires the help of over 100 

member and non-member volunteers who work as docents, 

traffic control chiefs and ticket sales.  Many others in our 

community are also engaged:  the homeowners, designers, 

sponsors, musicians, florists, photographers, media & 

marketers, and more, all helping to support the CSOL and the 

Charleston Symphony. 

A key pillar of the CSOL’s vision is to advocate for the 

Symphony and music appreciation throughout the Charleston 

Community. When we advocate on behalf of the CSOL and 

CSO, we are speaking as individuals who value the arts 

and are also encouraging others to support our cause. 

Each event we present, new member we recruit, sponsor we 

contact, and dollar we raise helps us by creating visibility for the 

Charleston Symphony and the arts. Thank you to the many who 

play their part by advocating with the CSOL for music throughout 

the  Lowcountry.

Before we close, we want to share that Jodie-Beth Galos has 

decided to step away from her role as Keynotes publisher. Jodie-

Beth has worked tirelessly to bring this newsletter to our 

membership for over 4 years. Thank you, Jodie-Beth for sharing 

your creativity and time in this endeavor. Keynotes will take a 

short hiatus; watch for your next Keynotes early in 2022. 

Photos: Ann Thomas



Q&A
Spotlight on Jailan Williams,

CSO External Inclusion Fellow

Q: Why do you think diversity, 

equity and inclusion matter to 

organizations?

A: Those are moral concepts 

that matter to humans. We 

choose whether to support 

each other; whether to make 

others feel included. Striving 

for equity requires empathy. 

Accounting for each person’s 

individual background, 

circumstances and situation—

equity--goes beyond leveling 

the playing field—one 

definition of equality.

Q: Why is your focus DEI in 

the arts?

A: I’m a musician and the arts 

matter to me. They also matter 

to us collectively as musicians, 

arts advocates and arts 

patrons. The arts enable us to 

advocate for positive change 

in our communities.

There are great styles of music

that have originated in cultures 

and countries around the world 

and by sharing that music in ways 

that are respectful, inclusive of 

everyone and exciting can bring 

us closer together.

Classical music has been the 

province of an older white 

population and traditionally it 

hasn’t touched or impacted the 

full community. If we want to keep 

classical music alive, we need to 

demystify it. Everyone can feel 

the beauty of classical music; DEI 

is exploring all avenues to impact 

and include people of color.

Q: What are some of the barriers 

to a classical music pipeline filled 

with diverse musicians?

A: Aside from racial barriers, 

many of the barriers involve lack 

of access. Were you exposed to 

music at a young age—did your 

family support you? Do you have 

the means to acquire an

instrument, to travel, to attend 

auditions? Do you even have the 

clothes to wear as a musician? It 

can’t be just one opportunity—

we need to offer as many 

opportunities as possible.

I believe representation (or lack 

of) is a huge barrier. The CSO’s 

recent programming has made 

strides in trying to close that gap. 

Having the Wona Womalan

West African Drum & Dance 

Ensemble perform with the CSO 

at the last Pops concert was 

strategic and brilliant.

Q: At the end of your CSO 

Fellowship, what do you want to 

have accomplished?

A: I want to assist in creating a 

more inclusive/diverse 

environment in the world of 

classical music. I also want to 

learn and develop the skills 

necessary to help me advance 

my career. 

Jailan Williams is a 2021 graduate of the College of  

Charleston with a BA in Arts Management, concentration in 

the music industry, and a minor in  Music. His career plans 

include working full time as a producer/ musician. He is the 

co-founder/co-host of his podcast, JusMusic. 
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Meet One of Our 

Newest Members
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Save the Date
CSOL Holiday Party

December 16, 5-7 pm
Home of Hilda Hamrick 

James Island

When visiting 

Charleston, where Ann 

Thomas has family, 

attending CSO 

concerts was an 

annual holiday 

tradition. After Ann 

officially moved to Mt. 

Pleasant from 

Rochester, NY, Jane 

Opryszko Miller asked 

her to take photos at a 

CSOL event, leading 

her to become the 

Keynotes

photographer. 

Ann says, “The energy of  CSOL and the 

Communications group have been a great pleasure 

already. The more people I meet in CSOL the more I 

feel fortunate to be a member.”

The CSOL is fortunate to have such a talented 

individual joining our ranks and we thank you for 

your creative contributions. Welcome, Ann!

BE BENEVOLENT.
BE BODACIOUS.

BELONG.

Recruit a New 

CSOL Member 

Today

Go to 
CSOLinc.org:
➢ Memberships
➢ Join the CSOL

Ann Thomas and her dog, Milly.



Enjoy Being a CSOL Insider

Revels:
Pre-CSO Concert Dinner at Ted’s Butcherblock

Join us for dinner and a conversation 
with fellow CSOL members before a 
CSO concert - walking distance to 

the Gaillard at our Community Table 
at Ted's Butcherblock. 

Dinner is open seating from 5-7 pm 

(giving you time to attend the pre-concert 

Masterworks lectures at 6:30-7:00 pm).

Mark Your Calendars: 
Dine and Socialize with 
CSOL Members

 Friday, November 19, 2021 

Masterworks/Reservation 

deadline November 17

 Thursday, January 20, 2022  

Pops/Reservation deadline 

January 18

Additional dates may be added in the spring.

Menu for November 19
Grilled Poussin stuffed with Foie Butter over 
Roasted Beet Risotto with Roasted Brussel 
Sprouts - $36 per person 

Dessert Gorgonzola-Rosemary poundcake with 
Macerated Berries

Soup & Sandwich Combo: CSOL Special! 
--$16 plus tax

Soup & Salad Combo: 8 oz. Cup of Soup & 
5 Topping Custom Salad--$13 plus tax

Charcuterie & Cheese Plate: 2 Salami, 
2 Cheeses plus Olives, Nuts, Mustards & 
Crostini--$25 plus tax 

Add a house wine option: White, Rosé or Red
--$7 glass or $15 bottle.

Alas: No refunds.

Questions? Call Revels Chair,  
Victoria Fehr at 314.401.2679

Seating is limited! 
Reservations & dinner orders must be 

made no later than 2 days 

prior to concert.

Call Ted’s: 843.577.0094
334 E Bay Street, Charleston

Thank you, Ted’s! 
A portion of the 

dinner proceeds 
will be donated 

to the CSOL.

How To Reserve Your 
Seat at the Table
Dinner reservations must be made no 

later than 2 days prior to each concert. 

To attend, call Ted's, place your order 

and pay by credit card. Arrive, pick up 

your dinner and enjoy your meal with 
new and old friends.
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Where Are 

They Now?
CSOL college scholarship recipient, Laura Holmi 

initially found it difficult to adjust to the 

University of Florida, but everyone in the 

trumpet studio and music department was 

“so nice and welcoming.” 

She considers her trumpet professor “absolutely                      

amazing, with great technique, a great person and an even better 

teacher,” thus drastically helping her improve her playing. The conductor has 

pushed “in a good way so that we can play the best that we can possibly play.”  Laura 

found playing Beethoven’s Ninth in the orchestra “a blast,” surely an apt response 

from a trumpet player.  She also liked playing a faculty member’s original piece built 

around a portion of Beethoven’s symphony. Altogether Laura feels fortunate with her 

amazing experience at UF. Aren't we fortunate to have another offspring of a CSO 

musician to follow as she continues her studies in music?

Reveling at the Governor’s Mansion
December 8 - Columbia

‘Tis the season for Revelers to visit the Governor’s Mansion decorated for the holidays!

We’ll meet in Columbia on Wednesday, December 8 at 10:45 AM. At 11 AM our own Faye Griffin 

will lead the mansion tour. Noon: Lunch at the Capital City Club of Columbia. 

We will tour the Anne Frank Exhibit on the USC campus at 2 PM. 
To reserve, call Kathy Pease 843.577.7983. Cost is $65.
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Tickets Now on Sale!
Introducing the CSOL’s 2022 Car Sponsorship vehicle: the all-new 2022 Ford 

Mustang Mach-E Premium SUV – Car and Driver’s 2021 EV of the Year 

Award winner is offered in ‘Dark Matter Gray .’ The perfect mix of an energy-responsible 

Mustang, with an emphasis on high-performance driving. 

Live an exciting, fuel-free lifestyle.

Increase Your Chances to Win
One Ticket $125

Buy 3 and get the 4th one free
Only 1200 tickets to be sold!

Click to Buy Tickets

Be one of the first to support the Charleston Symphony and CSOL music scholarships.

Thank you to our partners Graham Eubank and Palmetto Ford for making this selection possible.
Value of the Premium Mustang Mach-E is $48,700.

https://csolinc.org/2022carsponsorship/


Symphony Tour of Homes 

on Kiawah Expected to Exceed Expectations 
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Photos: Ann Thomas

On a warm sunny November Saturday, CSOL hosted 

the 24th Annual Symphony Tour of Homes on 

Kiawah Island. This year the self-guided tour took 

guests to five stunning homes with dazzling 

architecture, gorgeous views and creative décor. The 

good weather brought out an exceptionally large 

crowd. In fact, almost 1,000 tickets were sold, well 

above our most recent high of 735 tickets in 2019. 

While final financial results are not available as of 

this writing, our net income is expected to be well 

above $70,000. 

In addition to the featured houses, guests shopped 

for one-of-a-kind items at CSOL’s exclusive SCORE 

collection. After the Tour, the Charleston Symphony 

performed a masterworks-style concert, courtesy of 

the Town of Kiawah Island Arts and Cultural Events 

Council. The enthusiastic audience toasted Ken Lam 

at his final appearance on Kiawah Island.

-Susan Leggett
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March
03 Live Wine with the 

Maestro

5:30 pm, Library Society

04, 05 Masterworks: 

Stravinsky’s 

Petrushka

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center

05, 07, 

08

CSOL 

Scholarships 

Auditions

College of Charleston

29 Virtual Wine with 

Yuriy Bekker

6 pm

31 Pops: Dreaming of 

April in Paris

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center

April
27 Virtual Wine with 

the Maestro

5:30 pm

28, 29 Masterworks: 

Beethoven’s 9th

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center

CSO &  CSOL

2021-22 Event Calendar
November

18 New Member 

Orientation and 

Gaillard Tour

19 Revels: Pre-

Concert 

Community 

Table at Ted’s 

Butcher Block

5 pm-7 pm, 334 E 

Bay Street. (Last 

day to order 11/17)

19, 20 Masterworks: 

Stars of the 

CSO

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center

December

08 Revels: Trip to 

Governor’s 

Mansion Tour, 

Lunch & Anne 

Franke Exhibit at 

USC Campus

11 am, Columbia

16 CSOL Member 

Holiday Party 

5-7 pm, home of 

Hilda Hamrick, 

James Island

22, 23

29

Holiday Pops! 

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center

Home for the 

Holidays Benefit

4 PM,  Details TBD

January

06 Virtual Wine with 

the Maestro

5:30 pm

07, 08 Masterworks: Hart

of Tchaikovsky

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center

18 Scholarships 

Application 

Deadline

20 Revels: 

Pre-Concert 

Community Table 

at Ted’s Butcher 

Block

5 pm-7 pm, 334 E Bay 

Street, Last day to 

order 1/18

20 Pops: The Great 

American 

Songbook

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center

February

04, 05 Masterworks: 

Chopin’s 

Masterpiece

7:30 pm, Gaillard 

Center
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