
June 2022

Letter from the Co-Presidents

The Charleston Symphony Orchestra League donates $210,000 to the 
Charleston Symphony & Music Scholarships*

Thank you for saying yes! 
Under the capable leadership of Jaimie Flack, VP Projects, Education Committee and our dedicated 
CSOL member volunteers, you helped make this past year’s successes possible. Our accomplishments 
are not only measured in dollars raised but in our engagement in the Charleston community. They 
also demonstrate the CSOL’s unabated commitment to music and its role in the arts throughout the 
Tri-county area. This is what happens when CSOL members work together to Play our Part…. 
Congratulations!

*The 2022 donation includes $180,000 directly to the CSO to be used for general operating needs, and $30,000 
awarded in Music Scholarships to talented musicians and Charleston Symphony musicians.
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Warm regards,

Carol Cronk and Marty Penkhus, 

CSOL Co-Presidents

Our CSOL membership has increased by over 20% this past year. Thank you to Gail Corvette, VP 
Membership and her committee who have worked tirelessly to recruit and engage new members. 
CSOL members, currently 310 in number, reside throughout the Tri-county area. Members come 
together to design, execute and support all fundraising efforts. Over 130 member volunteers said yes 
to supporting each of the two Home Tours this past year. The adjoining quotes would indicate that 
volunteering with the CSOL is an enjoyable experience where both old and new friends can be found. 

A pleasant surprise came via a phone call from the League of American Orchestras last summer - The 
CSOL was awarded the League of American Orchestras (LAO) prestigious Gold Award of Excellence for 
the first Symphony Tour of Homes – Historic Charleston in 2021. Claudia Porter, 2021 Spring TOH 
Chair has just returned from the LOA 2022 Conference where she presented highlights of the project. 
She will also bring back new ideas to share with the CSOL. This award is a testament to the versatility 
and resilience of the organization’s all-volunteer membership. 

Other events enjoyed by members and members’ guests include: social gatherings at the Harbour
Club, the Charleston Yacht Club, College of Charleston and members’ homes. The year concluded with 
an annual Member Brunch to celebrate the members, our Super Volunteers and fundraising success. 

The CSOL will be unveiling a new website this summer. This website is being designed to be 
complementary to the Charleston Symphony’s website and will offer another way for members and 
visitors to learn about the CSOL events and membership as well as upcoming Charleston Symphony 
programing. 

This will be the final Keynotes in the 2021-22 Year. The planning has begun for 2022-23. Check out the 
new website for updates on coming events and Save the Dates for our Swing for the Symphony Golf 
Tournament October 10 and the 25th annual Island Symphony Tour of Homes on Kiawah - November 
5. 

Our wish for you all is a safe, healthy and enjoyable summer with your families and friends. 

“So glad to be 
involved and quickly 

get the opportunity to 
be a docent. You can 
count me in for next 

year.” - Allison

“Thank you - it was a 
joy to help.”  - Sandi

Some quotes from volunteer 
docents at the Spring TOH.
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This year, the Long Range Planning Committee, with the approval from the CSOL Board of
Directors, developed an awards program which will recognize up to seven outstanding CSOL 
volunteers on an annual basis. This year we are calling these volunteers Super Volunteers. 

The criteria for this annual recognition include:
1. Leadership capability
2. Flexibility
3. Enthusiasm for the CSOL and our activities
4. Excellent people skills – the ability to get along with everyone

I am pleased to announce the following seven Super Volunteers for this fiscal year. In
alphabetical order they are:

Ann Birdseye - Ann has been instrumental to the success of the CSOL music scholarship
program ever since she joined the CSOL in 2006. Although she prefers to stay out of the
spotlight, Ann has served as Scholarship Chair throughout her tenure with the CSOL as well as
serving as Vice President of Education for at least two terms. Ann is well organized,
collaborative, reliable, thoughtful, and a good motivator. She runs the music scholarship
process with great efficiency and good cheer.

Super Volunteers!



4

Barbara Chapman - Barbara joined the league in 2008. For a number of years she has sent the
Member Mailing for the CSOL Tour of Homes events. She works with members of the tour 
committee to gather all of the components of the mailing and single-handedly put the member 
mailing together and ensures it is mailed to all CSOL members. Barbara’s volunteer contribution 
demonstrates another effective way to connect with CSOL members and encourage participation 
in one of the CSOL’s annual hallmark events.

Julie Fenimore - Julie joined the League in 1998. She has always been devoted to our Education
Program and this year was also instrumental in organizing the Home for the Holidays program.
She also took on a new role as Consigliere for the Membership Committee, which entails 
contacting all new CSOL members to help them quickly get involved as a volunteer to support 
the CSOL.

Faye Griffin- Faye has been going to the Designer Show houses since the ‘70s when she and her 
husband lived in Charleston part time. When she moved here full-time in 2014, she volunteered 
for the Designer Showhouse which was being held in her neighborhood. She joined shortly 
thereafter because they “were a highly functioning group and very friendly.”  She first helped 
with member events, then was the Bylaws chair, Recording Secretary and VP-Long Range 
Planning. She has been on the Revels committee and has organized several Revels events 
including a Mardi Gras event, a Valentine’s event, and two trips to the Governor’s Manson 
(where she is also a docent). This year, she was on the Nominating Committee and, in addition, 
has recruited several people to the CSOL membership.

Jennifer Metts - As a former marketing manager for the CSO, Jennifer joined the League in 2016 
after working at a Designer Showhouse. She held multiple roles for the CSOL this year including 
entering all donation data into Neon Contact Management System. She also is working diligently 
with the CSOL Website Refresh Committee.

Cathy Hill - Cathy joined the league in 2001. She is a long term member who shares her talent
for writing. She has created the descriptive copy for the Tour of Homes Tour Programs for many 
years. Cathy visits each home, visits with the homeowner and if necessary does some additional 
research. Her descriptions help create the story for the homes that complements the tour for 
our guests’ visit.

David Savard - David is a long-time classical music and opera lover. He joined the CSOL is 2014 
and his extensive knowledge of the CSO influences our communication to the CSOL membership 
and the public. David designs our marketing materials for so many of our events. He also 
interfaces with the CSO in getting our information into in the BRAVO! Program which is printed 
twice a year.

Congratulations to this year’s Super Volunteers!! Their contribution to the CSOL demonstrates 
how our volunteers are the backbone to the success of our organization.

-Stuart Hotchkiss
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A Southern Fête, the CSOL's annual fundraiser, was held May 20 at the Charleston Library Society. Guests
enjoyed a southern supper with musical entertainment provided by Jessica Minihan White, pianist/vocalist,
Aimee Morris, vocalist and Kyle Lane, on trumpet. Michael Mitchell of Mitchell Hill presented highlights
from the weekends Symphony Tour of Homes – Historic Charleston held May 21 and 22.

The event raised more than $40,000, including $23,000 raised for Fund the Need and $8,000 from Auction 
items. Jaimie Flack, Event Chair noted, “Since 2000, the CSOL has raised $2.2 million dollars, including 
$360,000 for music education.” Carol Cronk and Marty Penkhus, Co-Presidents shared that they presented a 
check to the CSO at the CSOL membership meeting on May 25. 

Many thanks to the CSOL supporters and volunteers who made this possible! 

The CSOL’s Southern Fête 

Ends the Year on a High Note!

Photo Credit: Ann Thomas



Helen has supported the arts in Charleston for many years including Spoleto and the 

Charleston Symphony. She said that each year she buys a car raffle ticket to support 

the Charleston Symphony. This year she purchased 10 as part of the "Buy 7 get 3 free 

promotion". 

The 2022 CSOL Car Raffle ran from early November 2021 through May 26. Including 

202 bonus tickets for multi-purchase special promotions, 1100 tickets were issued to 

purchasers across the country. Gross revenue for the fundraising event was more 

than $112,000.00. Net proceeds will benefit the Charleston Symphony and Music 

Scholarships. 

Thank you to all for your participation and support! And a hearty congratulations to 

Helen Rooney. 

Don Reid, long-time CSOL Member, turns over the keys to the 2022 Car 
Raffle winner, Helen Rooney and her husband Art. 

Photo taken at Palmetto Ford, Sponsor

Over the Moon!

This is how Helen Rooney from 

Summerville, South Carolina 

described her elation when she 

learned that she was the lucky 

winner of the 2022 Charleston 

Symphony Orchestra League's 

Car Raffle. The winning ticket, 

#623 was drawn on Friday 

night, May 27th prior to the 

Sunset Serenade Concert in 

Downtown Charleston by Yuriy 

Becker, CSO Concertmaster 

and Michael Smith, Executive 

Director of the Charleston 

Symphony. 
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2022 Symphony Tour of Homes

The 2022 Symphony Tour of Homes - Historic Charleston was 
held on May 21 & 22 in Downtown Charleston. This year's tour 
welcomed over 500 visitors.

Those who stepped through front doors and garden gates gave 
high marks to the tour that included a variety of homes and 
gardens highlighting the diversity of architecture, interior design 
and garden design spanning the past 250 years. What made the 
Symphony Tour unique and extra special was the beautiful music 
played throughout. 

Photos: Ann Thomas



The tour invited CSOL Scholarship recipients as well as 
Glenn Brown, affectionally known as “The Piano Man” 
to play music that resonated throughout the homes. The 
250-year-old piano at the Governor's Inn was also a 
highlight; the pianists who played it became part of its 
storied history.

This year's tour was supported by more than 150 
volunteers, primarily CSOL members. The tour was one 
of three spring events presented this year by the 
Charleston Symphony Orchestra League.                      

The financial contribution of these events allowed the 
CSOL to contribute $100,000.00 to the Charleston 
Symphony at the Member Brunch held on May 25th.

Photos: Ann Thomas





An unsung hero amongst us, the Education Committee pays tribute to Barry Goldsmith, who has 

retired as an exemplary judge of our annual scholarship auditions.

Barry began music studies in upstate New York in trumpet but switched to voice. Barry took note 

of a younger music student studying viola. After marrying the talented Ruth, Barry was drafted into 

the Army. He conducted the US Army Signal Corps band for two years in Augusta, Georgia, 

where he decided to stay as a choir director. Ruth joined the Augusta Symphony, and after the 

birth of their twin sons, Barry worked on a Masters in school administration. He then began his 

school administrative career here, and Ruth joined the Charleston Symphony as principal violist in 

1977, the first year of Spoleto.

In 1988, Barry became the Charleston County School District’s music coordinator and 

subsequently fine arts coordinator to 85 schools. In that position, he began the strings program 

with ten teachers. This morphed into the youth orchestra under the CSO, which grew to include 

students from our entire tri- county area. Barry also successfully lobbied the School Board 

president, Robert New, to start the School of the Arts, a dream of his.

Barry faithfully served as a judge in the CSOL student scholarship auditions for decades. He 

spent long hours over three days each spring so that all budgeted funds would be awarded to the 

most deserving students.

In 2014, patrons of the arts throughout the community joined together to honor Ruth and Barry for 

their many years of leadership. A scholarship fund was created in their honor and $3,100 was 

collected. The Goldsmiths decided to give those funds to the CSOL to administer as part of our 

scholarship program. The funds are awarded as a $500 supplemental award (in addition to the 

funds awarded through our usual process) to the student with the highest audition score in the 

summer study scholarship program, to be used towards attending summer camp (which can cost 

in excess of $1.000). Six students have received the award so far.

To honor Barry and in gratitude for his years of service, the CSOL has made a donation of 

$750.00 to the Ruth and Barry Goldsmith Scholarship Fund.
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A HIGH NOTE: BARRY GOLDSMITH



Updates From 

The Membership Committee
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Annual Membership Brunch and 

Volunteer Celebration

Eighty CSOL members (with a collective 584 years of 

membership), volunteers and CSO friends attended 

the Annual Membership Brunch and Volunteer 

Celebration held at the Harbour Club at WestEdge on 

May 25. 

Highlights included:

• An introduction of special guest and founding 

member of the CSOL Anna Latto by Ellen Davis.

• Presentation of $100,000 to the CSO.

• Recognition of the 2021-2022 Officers and 

installation of the 2022-2023 officers.

• Positive vote on the bylaws changes to the 

Membership structure.

• Recognition of our Super Volunteers.

• Update from CSO’s Board Chairman Michael 

Moody, CEO Michael Smith and Yuriy Bekker, 

Principal Pops Conductor and Artistic Director.

• Performance by this year’s Karen and David Stahl 

scholarship winner Elaina Gable.

Many thanks to the Membership Committee’s Brunch 

subcommittee Gail Corvette, Nan Ahern, Diane 

Staska, Diane Swain, Judy Hines and Helen Condon 

Powell.
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New Membership Structure

The proposed bylaws changes to our membership structure were approved 

unanimously by the membership at the Annual meeting 5/25/22. The 

changes were proposed to simplify the categories, encourage all to 

volunteer, and expand our membership, which is now at 310 members.

Effective July 1, there will three categories of membership and 

associated dues:

Young Professional (Under Age 40) $40 

Individual $70

Household (2 members) $130

Scan this QR code to see everyone 
who played their part in the 

success of the CSOL this year!

Updates From 

The Membership Committee



New Member Corner

13

For many years, she played the piano for the 
symphony designer house. “One of my fondest 
memories was of (former CSO Conductor) David Stahl 
leaning against the door frame while listening to my 
music. He was most excited because all of my jazz 
music was memorized,” she said.

She has accompanied Robert Dickson at Robert’s of 
Charleston, played at the River a course on Kiawah, 
played nightclubs in NYC, and worked for an Equity 
theater company based in NY as its director of music 
and pianist for dinner theater and educational 
children’s musicals.

She teaches piano and voice lessons and will continue 
teaching after retirement. “Music has been my life 
and I have worked professionally for almost 53 years.”

Pat’s husband died almost 12 years ago, and her three 
children are grown. She has four grandchildren and 
one precious great granddaughter.

We’re so glad you are now a member, Pat!

BE BENEVOLENT.
BE BODACIOUS.

BELONG.

Recruit a New CSOL 

Member Today

Go to CSOLinc.org:
➢ Memberships
➢ Join the CSOL

Pat Gould

Pat Gould has wanted to be a member for many years, but 
her work demands would not allow her to become involved. 
However, she is retiring on August 31 and hopes to become 
a very active member. She loves our symphony and the 
incredible musicians that we enjoy!

As the director of music at St Philip’s Church in Charleston, 
she has had the honor to work with many symphony brass 
and timpani musicians as well as Micah Gangwer and other 
string musicians.



CSO &  CSOL

2022 Event Calendar
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July
2

16

July Fourth Celebration Concert by the CSO 

followed by fireworks display

8:00 pm, The Joe, 360 Fishburne St., Charleston

Orchestrating Freedom: Free outdoor concert 

featuring the CSO and Lowcountry Voices

5:00 pm, Gaillard Center


