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  The POA 
Board of Directors has 
been busy this win-
ter working on sever-
al important items for 
the health of the lake. 
Along with the Poli-
cy and Review Board 
we attempted to get 
Brookfield to lower 
the lake for a month 
to help kill off near 

shore sub-aquatic vegetation (SAV). Brookfield 
responded that it could not do it this year due to 
its commitments for power generation but would 
consider a request for next year. Fortunately, the 
lake has been lowered somewhat and the weather 
has been cold, so with a little luck, at least some of 
the SAV should be reduced. 
 The POA also agreed to purchase a Water 
Quality Meter and donate it to the DNR for use in 
Deep Creek. More about that in this Dispatch.
It will be a busy summer on the lake again this 
year. We understand that rentals are rapidly selling 
out for the summer already. Please make sure you 
always know the boating safety rules for the lake 
and be careful. Always watch out for the “other 
guy.” Make sure your boats are free from all inva-
sive species prior to launching into the lake.
 This issue contains information about the 
legislative efforts underway to extend the State 
Lakes Restoration Fund (SLRF) for five years un-
til 2027, and a proposed bill to increase the fund-

ing for the 16 state-owned lakes from $1 million 
to $3 million per year. If you are a Maryland resi-
dent, please write your State Senator and Delegate 
and request they approve these measures. This 
has been an important source of extra funding for 
Deep Creek Lake Management but is currently set 
to expire next year without the proposed exten-
sion in the bills before the legislature.
 Covid 19 continues to be present in Garrett 
County, but the numbers are finally decreasing. 
Please continue to follow the CDC Guidelines un-
til they expire at home and here.

Have a great summer.
Bob Sutton
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Message from the 
President

POA Meeting Dates for 2021
Board Meetings – Either virtual or at Uno’s at 8:30 AM
April 17 – VIRTUAL
June 5, August 14 and October 2
General Membership Meetings – Virtual or at 
Garrett 8 Cinemas at 8:30 AM
June 19 and August 28 
A notice will be posted before the dates if the 
meeting will be in person or virtual.
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From the Editors
 The new co-editors of the Dispatch are 
Greg Harbaugh and Tom Craven. Tom and Greg 
both live in the Turkey Neck Loop area of the lake. 
Beth Bowers is part of the editorial team with a 
background in journalism. Beth is a full-time resi-
dent of Garrett County. We would like to thank the 
prior editors, Grant Callery and Karen Myers, for 
their hard work 
and dedication 
to this newslet-
ter. We hope to 
build upon the 
fine work they, 
along with all 
the prior edi-
tors, have cre-
ated. 
 Deep Creek Lake was created almost 100 
years ago as a hydroelectric project, covering land 
that had been forests and farms. Massive trees 
were cut down, leaving stumps that over several 
decades floated to the surface, creating potential 
hazards for passing boats and eventually decorat-
ing the shoreline. We hope to build on this small 
bit of history by featuring an historical piece in fu-
ture editions of the Dispatch. Anything our read-
ers might like to add, is welcome.
 The early users of the lake were primarily 
from nearby areas of Maryland, Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia, some of whom constructed cabins 
on or near the shoreline. Residents from more dis-
tant and larger population centers began arriving 
as roads to the lake were improved. 
 The POA was established to help preserve 
and protect the lake for the for the benefit and en-
joyment of residents of the DCL watershed and 
other users of the lake. We invite Dispatch read-
ers to make suggestions to the editors regarding 
topics that should be addressed to help advance 
these goals. We also encourage those readers who 
are not members to consider joining the POA. The 
dues are minimal and the benefits substantial.

Donation in memory of 
Tom Myers

 A donation of $1,000 was made to the 
Deep Creek Watershed Foundation by the POA in 
the memory of Tom Myers. Tom passed away in 
late January and was a long-time member of the 
POA Board of Directors and was the Treasurer for 
many years. Tom loved the lake, resided here, and 
was directly responsible for many improvements 
around the lake and county. Tom’s wish was that 
donations be made to the WSF. Our sympathy 
goes out to his family.

A Tribute to the Late W. 
Thomas Myers, Jr. 

 Tom’s friend and fellow Board mem-
ber Ed King wrote a wonderful tribute that 
we were unable to include in the print version 
due to space constraints. You can read this 
tribute in our online version of the Dispatch 
here:http://www.deepcreeklakepoa.com/
board-2020/tom-myers--a-tribute-by-ed-king
  
 Also, an obituary from Yale Universi-
ty highlighting Tom’s professional career can 
be found at
https://alumninet.yale.edu/classes/yc1957/
obit.html#wtmyersjr

https://alumninet.yale.edu/classes/yc1957/obit.html#wtmyersjr
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North Glade Cove (Sky 
Valley) Minimum Wake 

Zone Status
By Bob Sutton, president

                The application for the North Glade 
Cove Minimum Wake Zone was approved by the 
Boating Act Advisory Committee (BAAC) in the 
fall of 2020. The measure has been circulating 
through DNR and notification was given on March 
10, 2021, that the Secretary of DNR has approved 
the proposed regulation. It will now go through the 
process to make it an official regulation, which is 
expected to take four or five months.

Getting Ready for 
Boating Season

 As the snow melts, residents and visitors 
alike start thinking and preparing for the summer 
boating season. Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources reminds the public to “invest the time 
to educate yourself in the necessary safe practices 
by reviewing some laws and safety tips.”
 Vessels may not exceed 26 feet in length, 
except pontoon boats, which may not exceed 30 
feet, and all must be muffled so as not to exceed 
the state noise level limit of 88 decibels. Neither 
houseboats nor parasailing is permitted.
 Personal watercraft, such as jet skis and Sea 
Doos, may not be operated on the lake between 11 
a.m. and 4 p.m. on Saturday through Monday of 
Memorial Day weekend and Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays from July 1 through Labor Day.
 There are specific towing vessel laws that 
operators must follow. Anyone being towed be-
hind a vessel must wear a type I, II or III life jack-
et. No one under 12 years old may operate a ves-
sel towing anyone and any vessel towing a person 
must have both an operator and observer, 12 years 
or older, onboard. Personal watercrafts may not be 
used to tow unless it has the capacity to carry at 
least three people, including a rear facing observ-

er, who is 12 years old or older.
 The time of day and the distance from 
objects is also important when towing. No water 
skiing is permitted from sunset to sunrise. Wake-
boarding, skiing and tubing are not permitted with-
in 100 feet of bridge pilings, docks, shore, boats 
and other people.
 Wake boats must be at least 200 feet from 
shoreline, other boats, moorings, docks and swim-
mers, etc., thus if a mooring or dock is 100 feet 
from shore a passing wake boat must be at least 
300 feet from shore.

State Lakes Restoration 
Fund House (SLRF) and 

Senate Bills
 The current SLRF for the 16 state-owned 
lakes expires in 2022. It is funded at $1 million/
year and is used by the DNR to do selected proj-
ects approved by a committee with public input. 
To date, Deep Creek Lake has received slight-
ly less than 50% of this funding which has been 
used to improve technology, fund shoreline ero-
sion projects and fish habitat. Legislators have 
introduced two measures for consideration by the 
Maryland Assembly this year. One will extend this 
SLRF fund until 2027 and the other will increase 
the funding to $3 million/year. We all realize that 
Deep Creek Lake is aging and needs some mainte-
nance and monitoring efforts. These bills will help 
to provide DNR with some additional resources. 
The POA and Watershed Foundation have sup-
ported these bills via letters and testimony in re-
cent weeks at the committee hearings. Hopefully, 
we will see positive action this year.
                If you are a Maryland citizen, please write 
or call your Delegate and Senator and urge them to 
vote in favor of the following Bills that will ben-
efit all of the 16 lakes that the state owns: HB631 
and SB0450; State Lakes Restoration and Protec-
tion Fund – Purpose, Use, and Funding – Sunset 
Extension to 2027 and HB833 and SB618; State 
Lakes Protection and Restoration Fund – Manda-
tory Funding (3 million/yr).
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2020 Budget Recap
by Karen Smith

 Each year at the April 
board meeting, the POA 
Board adopts a budget 
for the year. This budget 
includes anticipated dues 
as well as expenses. The 
budget is a guide for the 
board and is reviewed at 

each subsequent board meeting for actual expenses 
incurred against budgeted amounts. The board has 
deviated from the budget in prior years as the need 
to address an issue of importance to our members 
arises.
 Expenses include various items relating to 
administration and operation of the POA such as 
insurance, accounting fees, postage and administra-
tive support. Budgeted expenses also include POA 
donations, special projects and dues for the POA’s 
membership in the local Chamber of Commerce, 
Garrett County Development Corp and NALMS.
Ordinarily, anticipated expenses are based, in large 
part, on the prior year’s actual expenses. As you 
can understand, 2020 was far from “usual” in most 
every way including the POA’s 2020 finances.
 For the first time in many years dues paid 
more than covered our expenses. Dues paid in 
2020 totaled $24,697.81 and total expenses were 
$14,479.63. Most savings were undoubtedly 
COVID related - no in-person board meetings or 
member meetings could be held and since Gar-
rett Cinemas was closed due to the pandemic, we 
saved expenses relating to membership solicitation 
and advertisement that was being shown during the 
2019 season. On the other hand, our expenses now 
include a monthly charge for ZOOM services.
 Costs related to the publication and distri-
bution of the Dispatch were below the budgeted 
amount. Since most of our members now elect to 
get the Dispatch electronically, we are enjoying a 
savings in our printing and mailing costs.
 Last year your POA made contributions in 
the form of sponsorships through the Garrett Coun-

ty Chamber of Commerce for the 4th of July Fire-
works and the lake’s 95th birthday. In addition, the 
board voted to donate to the Deep Creek Watershed 
Foundation in memory of Paul Weiler, past POA 
President.
 The accountant for the POA is currently 
working on the preparation and filing of the 2020 
990 form, as well as the required 2021 Maryland 
Personal Property Return. Those reports, when fi-
nalized and filed, can be found online. Form 990s 
are available on the IRS website as part of the char-
ity/non-profit search (name search “Deep Creek” or 
“Property Owners Association of Deep Creek Lake 
Inc”). The Maryland Personal Property Returns are 
available on the Maryland State Department of As-
sessments and Taxation website - business search 
function - using the same name search terms.
 Looking toward 2021, we plan to budget for 
in-person board and member meetings and hope to 
see you face-to-face rather than by ZOOM.

Board Recommends 
Support for United 

Way of Garrett County
 United Way of Garrett County has helped 
fund education, food distribution and family needs 
for decades in our community. It is only through 
your continued generosity that our friends and 
neighbors who struggle can have hope for a better 
future. The POA has supported the United Way 
of Garrett County for the last 13 years and helped 
raise well over $100,000. They are the hand raisers, 
the game changers and the problem solvers in our 
community. That’s how we LIVE UNITED.
 United Way’s local website at www.CUW.
org is undergoing an upgrade this spring, so please 
use the following info in making contributions. 
Mail contributions to United Way of Garrett Coun-
ty, PO Box 394. Oakland MD 21550. To make a 
credit card payment or arrange a monthly contri-
bution, please call Misty Deal at 240-362-8647.  
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 Two years ago, 
we transitioned 
from a largely 
analog member-
ship system to an 
online database, 
and at least from 
my perspective, 

it has been a great success! More than half of our 
memberships are now processed online saving us 
money and time while lowering our environmen-
tal impact. One important change that came with 
this new system is that previously membership was 
year-based and now is billed annually, based on 
your last payment date. So, in past years, every-
one received a notice that their membership dues 
needed paid in February, but now you should re-
ceive those notices by email a few weeks prior to 
and then after your payment is due, depending on 
when you joined. Since many of you are long-time 
members, this time frame will still be around this 
time every year. If you were sent this edition of 
the Dispatch, you are likely paid up right now, but 
you may be coming due soon. Contact me at deep-
creeklakepoa@gmail.com if you have questions 
about your status or if you would like help with 
your online login. Setting up an automatic payment 
for your dues is an easy way to make sure you keep 
getting the news and information we provide.
 And please help us spread the word to help 
us get and retain members! Word of mouth is al-
ways the best promotion, so feel free to forward 
this newsletter to your neighbors and other prop-
erty owners you may know at the lake (with the 
advice to join the POA, of course)! And be sure 
to like and follow our Facebook page here: https://
www.facebook.com/deepcreeklakepoa. The more 
engagement and followers our page have, the more 
likely it is that new people will see it and potential-
ly join.

2021 Boating Tips

CHILDREN UNDER AGE 13 must 
wear a US Coast Guard-approved life 
jacket while underway on a recreational 
vessel under 21 feet. (Attached image of 
life jacket)

DON’T DRINK AND BOAT

PERSONAL WATERCRAFT – Operators 
must be at least 16 years old and possess a 
valid boater’s license.

Notes from your 
Membership VP

by Chris Nichols

 Membership is just $30 per year, and you 
get four editions of this newsletter, which is more 
than worth the dues by itself. You will also get our 
eBlasts, timely breaking news on issues regarding 
the lake, and you will be adding to our critical mass 
of representation of property owners on critical is-
sues, as well as enhancing our ability to financial-
ly support important projects. Go to http://www.
deepcreeklakepoa.com/about-the-poa/join-the-poa 
for two easy options to join the POA or contact me 
via the email above for assistance.
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Deep Creek Watershed.”
 These meters are used around the country 
and world to monitor water quality in places like 
the Chesapeake Bay, Lake Tahoe, and the Great 
Lakes to name a few. Having high quality clean 
water provides protection of property values, 
healthy habitats for fish and other aquatic crea-
tures, and a clean lake for residents and visitors to 
enjoy. “Your Board of Directors believes that this 
expenditure will help provide an important step 
forward in ensuring ongoing lake water quality 
which is essential to the long-term viability of 
our lake,” said Bob Sutton, president of the POA.
The monitoring program will also partner with 
Garrett College’s Natural Resource Wildlife and 
Technology Program to give students hands-on 
experience and training with using this technolo-
gy so our future resource managers will gain real 
world training with the technology that they will 
use in their careers.
 More information about lake water quality 
and other DNR monitoring efforts can be found 
on DNR’s Eyes on Deep Creek Lake web site 
and in DNR’s Winter 2020 Newsletter. There is 
also a PowerPoint presentation that highlights the 
continuous water quality monitoring effort. The 
presentation is titled “DNR’s Continuous Water 
Quality Monitoring Project at Deep Creek Lake” 
and can be found on the Deep Creek Watershed 
Foundation web site at 
https://www.deepcreekwatershedfoundation.org/
water-quality-testing.

All photos and graph are credit to the DNR.

POA Purchases Water Quality Meter
 A one-time contribution to the Deep Creek 
Watershed Foundation was made recently to pur-
chase an additional water quality meter that will 
be used by the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) in support of the lake’s water 
quality monitoring effort. The board approved 
this expenditure during a special meeting and 
was able to take advantage of a volume discount 
that allowed the organization to purchase the me-
ter for $15,000. With the addition of this meter, 
DNR will have a total of eight new fully outfitted 
meters to use on Deep Creek Lake. 
 According to DNR, the eventual goal is to 
have a water quality meter in every major cove 
of the lake. The meters measure water quality 
parameters such as temperature, salinity, conduc-
tivity, pH, depth, dissolved oxygen, turbidity and 
chlorophyll. The last two parameters measure 
water clarity and color and can be indicative of 
the number of sediments and nutrients in the wa-
ter. The meters provide a much more complete 
picture of water quality conditions in the lake as 
they record data continuously and autonomous-
ly rather than the single “snapshot” of monthly 
monitoring of water quality.
 As explained on the Watershed Foundation 
website, “continuous monitoring of water quality 
at Deep Creek Lake is a vital project. Without 
more sensors, information received will be lim-
ited. The sensors will allow for a baseline to be 
established that will indicate if there are changes 
in water quality in the future. The ability to place 
a sensor in each cove, or at a minimum, several 
coves, will allow for a complete picture of water 
quality in all areas of the watershed and lake.”
 From the Foundation’s perspective, the 
Water Quality Meter Campaign has been “truly a 
successful team effort on the part of many folks 
and as the campaign continues this year, we hope 
many more folks will donate to it so the Founda-
tion will be able to do even more for DCL and the 
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Pictured above: Graph showing the turbidity data obtained from a water quality 
meter deployed in Arrowhead Cove in 2018. Data is recorded every 15 minutes 
autonomously and shows spikes in turbidity over time. Turbidity is a measure of 
water clarity, and thus can be indicative of sediments



8 www.deepcreeklakepoa.com

McCann Named to 
BAAC

 The Secretary of the Department of Nat-
ural Resources, Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio, has 
appointed a Deep Creek Lake Property Owner 
Association Board Member, Lauren McCann, to 
the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee.
The Boat Act Advisory Committee also known 
as the BAAC was established in 1960 as part the 
Maryland State Boating Act. The Boating Act 
was enacted to work in harmony with the United 
States Coast Guard which provided that revenue 
generated through regulating boating activity 
would be earmarked for boating and maritime 
purposes.
 The purpose of BAAC is to make recom-
mendations to the Secretary of the Department 
of Natural Resources on boating regulation re-
quests throughout the state. There are currently 
13 members on the BAAC which include an ar-
ray of diversified waterway users, each having a 
variety of experience and expertise in waterway 
and watercraft related matters. Members include 
US Navy and US Coast Guard Officers, fisher-
ies, rowing and paddling community, sailing 
and racing community, yacht club communities, 
boaters at large, professional captains, towed wa-
ter sports community and marine sales/service/
rental industry (which is Lauren’s main area of 
expertise).
 Deep Creek Lake has a unique process for 
reviewing and submitting recommendations on 
citizen boating requests to the BAAC. In 2000, 
the State of Maryland purchased the land under-
lying Deep Creek Lake, buffer zone properties 
and certain other parcels from the General Pub-
lic Utility Group. As the sale was being finalized 
the Maryland General Assembly enacted law to 
establish a Deep Creek Lake Policy and Review 
Board (PRB). The PRB is charged with advising 
the DNR on matters relating to lake fees, bud-
get and management, and regulation changes. 

Because the PRB is intimately familiar with the 
issues and character of the lake, it is necessary 
to rely on the PRBs recommendation prior to the 
BAACs consideration of any requested DCL ves-
sel regulation changes.
 The BAAC meets on a regular basis to re-
view regulatory requests. Meetings are open to 
the public and the committee welcomes public 
input.
 The detailed process for regulation re-
quests for DCL, meeting dates and times and the 
current regulation requests can be found on the 
DNR web site www.dnr.maryland.gov/boating.

POA has made a donation to 
the Garrett County Chamber of 
Commerce and is a sponsor of 

the July 4 fireworks
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A Snapshot from the Past
by Ed King

 Winters can be tough in Garrett County but 
back in 1930 when this one room cabin was built 
by Stan and Edna Johnson and friends near the 
bottom of Toothpick Road, it did not have water, 
electricity and only a privy and nearby spring. The 
cabin had one bedroom with a single bed. With 
winter temperatures near zero the first thing they 
would do when they arrived was to build a roaring 
fire, take the mattress off the bed and prop it up 
in front. By the time their chores were finished, 
and they were ready for bed the mattress would be 
warmed up. They kept the fire going all night and 
kept warm with several blankets and two down 
comforters. By the time they got up in the morn-
ing, the cabin’s temperature would be 32 degrees. 
They said these “were the good times.”

 This is a very rare picture of the hydro fa-
cility on Deep Creek Lake. The design of a hy-
dro facility is that every drop of water from the 
watershed should go through the turbines to pro-
duce power. In the event of heavy rains, the water 
permit requires running both turbines to prevent 
water ever reaching the elevation of the spillway 
(2,462 feet). This has only happened two or three 
times since the lake was flooded in 1925, where 
the rains were producing more water than the 
two turbines could consume.  
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