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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year

As we step into a new year, I’'m reminded of why MUFON exists: curiosity, courage,

and a shared commitment to uncovering the truth. January always feels like a reset—

a moment to look back at what we’ve learned and look forward to what we’re determined to
discover next.

Over the past year, we've seen a remarkable rise in public interest surrounding UAPs. Gov-
ernment disclosures, scientific discussions, and a growing willingness to take the phenome-
non seriously have all helped shift the conversation. But the heart of this movement remains
exactly where it has always been, with dedicated investigators, thoughtful witnesses, and a
community that refuses to look away from the unknown.

This month, | want to highlight three priorities for our organization:

1. Strengthening Field Investigations

We continue to refine our investigative standards and training. Accurate, thorough casework
is the backbone of MUFON’s credibility. If you’ve been considering becoming a Field Investi-
gator, now is the perfect time to take that step.

2. Encouraging Witness Engagement

Many people who experience something extraordinary hesitate to come forward. Let’s con-
tinue to create a safe, respectful environment where witnesses feel heard, supported, and
understood.

3. Expanding Public Education

Our mission isn’t just to collect data, it’s to elevate conversation. This year, we’ll be increas-
ing outreach efforts, hosting more presentations, and inviting experts to share insights that
challenge assumptions and inspire new thinking.

As always, I’'m grateful for each of you. MUFON is powered by volunteers who give their
time, their expertise, and their passion to a subject that demands open minds and steady
hands. Thank you for being part of this journey.

Let’s make 2026 a year of discovery, collaboration, and continued progress toward under-
standing the mysteries in our skies.

Clear skies and open minds!

DAVID MACDONALD can be reached at exe.dir@mufon.com
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The FHl Files

The Convergence Enigma: Electromagnetic Catalysts
and the Hidden Architecture of High Strangeness

By Josh Rutledge

or decades, UFO and paranormal research have suf-

tered from a kind of intellectual siloing. UFO sight-
ings are categorized on one shelf, poltergeist activity on
another, cryptid encounters on still another. Even within
MUFON, investigators rightly focus on the aviation, tech-
nical, and evidentiary aspects specific to UAPs. Yet wit-
nesses themselves often describe far more than just lights
in the sky. They talk about electrical interference, appari-
tions, time distortions, bizarre creatures, psychic impres-
sions, and overlapping layers of “impossible” phenomena
that seem connected but have no established framework.

After years of casework, field investigation, experiencer
interviews, and interdisciplinary study, I've come to believe
these overlaps are not incidental. They are structural.

I call this emerging framework the Convergence Enigma:
the hypothesis that UFOs act as electromagnetic catalysts
that temporarily alter local environmental conditions,
opening the door to dimensional bleed-through phenom-
ena such as poltergeists, cryptids, apparitions, and anoma-
lous cognitive states. These effects are not separate mys-
teries— they are interconnected expressions of a deeper
underlying mechanism.

Below, I outline several historical and modern events
where disparate phenomena appear to converge around
the presence of UFOs or intense electromagnetic con-
ditions. These “convergence events” form the early ar-
chitecture of a unifying model-—one that may help
MUFON investigators capture, document, and interpret
high-strangeness data in a more systematic way.
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I. The 1972 United Kingdom Convergence: Poltergeist
and UFO/Humanoid Encounters

One of the clearest early examples is a little-recognized
dual outbreak in the UK in 1972: a poltergeist case in
London and a humanoid/UFO encounter in Wales occur-
ring within the same time window. Though geographically
separated, both events exhibited striking parallels:

* Sudden onset of incidents following unusual aerial
lights
* Intense electromagnetic interference
* Temporary disorientation experienced by witnesses
* Reports of anomalous entities
London: The Poltergeist Outbreak

In London, an otherwise non-haunted home experienced
explosive activity: objects thrown, footsteps, disturbances in



electrical appliances, and shadowy figures. Importantly, the
events began immediately after residents reported strange
lights moving silently over nearby rooftops.

Paranormal investigators noted:

* Electrical surges

* Appliances experiencing power drains or shutting
down

* Clocks losing time

* Shadow apparitions correlating with EMF fluctuations

These are precisely the kinds of signatures MUFON in-
vestigators see in UFO cases with strong electromagnetic
components.

Wales: The Humanoid Encounter
In Wales, around the same period, multiple witnesses en-
countered a glowing craft and non-human entities.

'The effects reported included:
* Engine failure
* Temporary paralysis
* Distorted perception

* Electrical brownouts in the surrounding area

'The neurological and environmental markers—especially
temporary perceptual distortion—mirror those described by
the London family during peak “paranormal” activity.

Why This Matters

Two seemingly unrelated phenomena produced the same
physiological, electromagnetic, and perceptual signatures.
'The simplest explanation is a shared causal mechanism: an
electromagnetic event strong enough to induce multiple
categories of high strangeness.

'This is the core of the Convergence Enigma.

Il. Levelland 1957: Vehicle Stalls, Light Beings,

and EMF-Induced Anomalies

"The Levelland, Texas, wave of 1957 remains one of the
strongest EMF-heavy UFO waves in history. What makes
it a Convergence Event is not just the vehicle failures—
although there were many—but the totality of physiologi-
cal, atmospheric, and perceptual anomalies surrounding the
encounters.

Witnesses reported:

* Complete electrical shutdown of vehicles
* Paralysis or difficulty moving
* Bright blue illuminated entities

* Distorted sense of time

EMEF researchers have long noted that strong, transient
electromagnetic fields can trigger:

* Hallucination-like perceptions
* Motor disruption
* Static discharges

* Localized atmospheric ionization

Poltergeist literature documents the same phenomenon.
Likewise, cryptid encounters—especially those involving
glowing eyes, sudden silence, or temporary paralysis—often
occur near regions of sudden EM spikes.

Levelland is not just a UFO case; it is a convergence of
classic paranormal signatures around a central electromag-
netic catalyst.

lll. The Kentucky Convergence: Hopkinsville,

the Green Men, and Dimensional Overlap

'The 1955 Hopkinsville incident is typically categorized as
a cryptid case involving “little green goblins.” But when
reframed through the Convergence Enigma lens, a broader
pattern emerges:

* Witnesses saw a luminous object streak overhead
before the entities appeared.

* 'The creatures demonstrated movement inconsistent
with biological animals.

* 'The environment around the farmhouse displayed
“dead calm” moments typical of high-EM conditions.

* Witnesses reported perceptual distortions and disori-
entation.

If a UFO generated an EM field strong enough to thin or
reduce the boundary between dimensional layers, the result-
ing “entities” could be temporary bleed-through manifesta-
tions. Whether those beings were physical, non-physical, or
something in between becomes less important than recog-
nizing that the conditions were shared with other conver-
gence cases.

IV. The 1896 Stockton “Paleo-Abduction” and Early
Convergence Clues

'The Stockton, California, airship encounters (1896) provide
a remarkable proto-abduction case long before modern
UFO culture existed. What makes this event a conver-
gence?

* Witnesses described strange figures with lanterns—
entities both physical and spectral.

* One witness felt a paralysis-like effect.

* Animals in the area were agitated.

THE MUFON JOURNAL | 7



* Time perception was distorted.

* 'The craft emitted an unusual, possibly electrostatic
glow.

Without the cultural vocabulary of today, these early wit-
nesses reported what we now recognize as classic UFO and
paranormal markers.

The Convergence Enigma suggests that the Stockton case
represents one of the earliest documented episodes of

EM-induced perceptual bleed-through.

V. Bigfoot/UFO Overlaps: The Creature That Walks
Between Worlds

Although MUFON and cryptozoology communities often
separate these topics, the witness data show repeated inter-
section:

* In 1973 Pennsylvania, Bigfoot sightings correlated
directly with UFOs seen the same night.

* In Fayette County, witnesses described a glowing orb
descending moments before a large hairy creature
emerged from the treeline.

* Reports of Bigfoot vanishing, glowing, or exhibiting
EM effects (e.g., static electricity, “silence bubble,”
battery drain) appear across decades.

The Convergence Enigma interprets these not as biological
animals but as intermittent physical manifestations trig-

gered when a UFO or EM anomaly distorts local space.

Cryptids may be as much a side-effect of the convergence
as apparitions or poltergeist activity.

VI. The Zanfretta Abductions: Trauma,
Electromagnetic Memory, and Cognitive Overlap

'The Zanfretta case (1978, Italy) is one of the most complex
abduction sequences on record. What is relevant to the con-
vergence model are the repeating signatures:

* Electromagnetic interference during encounters

* Witness amnesia followed by intense recovered
memories

* Reports of non-human beings and interdimensional
travel

* High-strangeness episodes involving lights, entities,
and localized environmental effects

EM researchers propose that strong fields can disrupt hip-
pocampal encoding—leading to memory gaps filled later by
reconstructed sensory impressions. This is consistent with
both poltergeist experiences and UFO abductions.
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If the same environmental mechanism can temporarily alter
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cognition, perception, and memory, then “haunting” and

“abduction” phenomena may share functional similarities.

VIl. MADAR, UAP EMF Spikes, and Modern Evidence
for the Convergence Theory
Unlike historical cases, we now have instrumentation.

MADAR units across the world detect correlated electro-
magnetic spikes that frequently align with UAP reports.
These spikes occur even when no visible craft is observed.
In some cases:

* Witnesses report shadow figures.

® Pets behave erratically.

* People experience sudden anxiety, dizziness, or
“presence” sensations.

® (Cameras or electronics fail.

This is crucial: EM anomalies often occur without a visible
craft yet still produce paranormal-like effects.

This supports the hypothesis that what we call “paranormal”
may simply be the human sensory interpretation of dimen-
sional or energetic disruptions created by UAP activity.

VIII. A Unifying Hypothesis:

The Electromagnetic Catalyst Model

Based on patterns across hundreds of cases, I propose the
tollowing mechanism:

1. UFOs generate strong, variable electromagnetic fields

These fields may be related to propulsion, shielding, com-
munication, or a physical effect we do not yet understand.

2.'These fields temporarily distort local spacetime or
dimensional boundaries

This could manifest as:

* Visual anomalies

* Apparitions

* Cryptid-like beings
* Poltergeist activity

* Time loss

* Physiological effects

* Emotional or psychic impressions



3. Human perception fills in the sensory gaps

Depending on individual cognition, culture, and physiology,
witnesses may experience:

e AUFO

* A ghost

* A creature

* A “presence”

* A manipulation of time or space
4. Multiple phenomena may be occurring simultaneously
A UFO encounter may produce:

* A cryptid sighting

* A haunting

* A poltergeist episode

* An abduction-like experience
All originating from the same catalytic event.

This explains why many experiencers report more than one
category of phenomenon across their lives.

IX. The Convergence Enigma as an Investigative
Framework for MUFON

MUFON investigators can use the convergence model to
broaden evidence collection. When EMF signatures spike
or a UFO is sighted, investigators should also document:

* Shadow figures

* Poltergeist-like disturbances

* Cryptid sightings

* Sudden emotional states or intuitive impressions
* Electronic failures

* Animal reactions

* Time distortions

* Physical sensations (pressure, static, tingling)

These data points are often dismissed because they fall
outside traditional UFO criteria. But if the Convergence
Theory is correct, they may be the most important indica-
tors of the underlying mechanism.

Conclusion

'The UFO phenomenon does not exist in isolation. It
appears at the crossroads of multiple dimensions of human
experience—physical, electromagnetic, psychological, and
perhaps interdimensional. What we categorize as ghosts,

cryptids, or psychic impressions may not be separate mys-
teries at all but different expressions of the same catalytic
force: the electromagnetic impact of UAPs interacting with
the human perceptual system and the local environment.

'The Convergence Enigma is an invitation—to MUFON,
to investigators, and to experiencers—to consider a unified
map of high strangeness. If we follow the convergences
rather than the categories, we may finally begin to under-
stand the architecture underlying the phenomena we have
chased for more than 75 years.

I welcome the opportunity to discuss this new way of view-
ing the phenomenon.

Josh Rutledge is a MUFON Field Investigator and a member
of the Experiencer Resource Team (ERT). His research focus-
es on the intersections of UFO phenomena, electromagnetic
anomalies, and high-strangeness events. Josh recently
presented “The Convergence Enigma” at Phoenix MUFON
and for the monthly ERT assembly, and his full presentation
is now available on the official MUFON YouTube channel.

Josh welcomes inquiries, collaboration, and open discus-
sion about this emerging framework and its implications for
future investigation. You can reach him directly at:

MUFON

-u.l_..’: J 1_. U I

UFO Network
est. 1969

BECOME A FIELD INVESTIGATOR
mufon,com

I0IN THE TEAM
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UFOView

Neuro-Ocean: Toward an Enhanced Consciousness

Inspired by the Dolphin?

By Janny Charrueau

he dolphin is frequently mentioned in abduction

reports. More than just a friendly marine mammal, it
appears to be an ideal biological interface—a being of pro-
found mystery, perhaps designed for connection and study.

What if dolphins weren't merely intelligent aquatic crea-
tures, but rather a biologically advanced model—perhaps
even a bridge—toward non-human consciousness? This
article explores a bold hypothesis: The idea that a pro-
gram—real or speculative—may exist to transpose certain
cognitive and neurological abilities of the dolphin onto the
human being, notably its capacity to sleep with only one
brain hemisphere at a time, in pursuit of enhanced cognitive
performance—or even biological militarization.

Here, we weave together biological data, historical facts, the
unconventional work of Dr. John C. Lilly, and lesser-known
ufological elements to explore a marginal yet fascinating

path.

Unihemispheric Sleep: A Marine Superpower

'The dolphin, like some bird species, exhibits a unique neu-
rological trait: It sleeps with only one brain hemisphere at a
time, while the other remains alert.

Associated functions:
* Maintaining conscious breathing (dolphins breathe
voluntarily)
* Monitoring surroundings (predators, environmental
changes)

* Slow, minimal movement even during rest

'This biological mechanism is efficient, energy-conserving,
and highly adaptive, allowing dolphins to survive in extreme
environments.

Possible implications: For humans, developing a similar

ability could allow prolonged wakefulness without total
sleep deprivation, preserving a baseline of rest and vigilance.

10| JANUARY 2026

Military Programs and Hidden Research

The U.S. Navy Marine Mammal Program, active since the
1960s, has employed dolphins in undersea detection mis-
sions, object retrieval, and swimmer defense.

But beyond the official narrative lie lesser-known areas of
investigation:
* Studies of sonar-based communication (3D spatial
awareness through sound)
* Group coordination without structured language
* Constant alertness and instinctive navigation

Persistent rumors include:
* The existence of experimental sites such as AUTEC,
in the Bahamas—sometimes dubbed the “underwater
Area 517
* Secret studies aiming to transplant dolphin-like
cognitive properties into humans, particularly related to
sleep cycles, conscious awareness, and echolocation

John C. Lilly: Between Science and Metaphysics
No serious exploration of dolphins and consciousness can
ignore the controversial yet brilliant Dr. John C. Lilly. A
neuropsychiatrist by training, Lilly fearlessly explored the
edges of psychophysiology and consciousness, diving be-
tween animal language and cosmic awareness.

Key contributions:
* Pioneering use of sensory isolation tanks, enabling deep
altered states of consciousness—sometimes akin to lucid
dreaming, sometimes something far beyond.
* The use of psychoactive substances (LSD, ketamine) to
enhance inner perception, boost intuition, and—in his
view—enable interspecies communication.
* A visionary claim: Dolphins may not just be smart,
they may be conscious planetary cohabitants, possibly
more emotionally balanced than humans.

And then there’s his nearly science-fictional idea: ECCO—
the Earth Coincidence Control Office—which Lilly de-



scribed as a non-local intelligence network subtly influenc-
ing events through synchronicities, nudging humans toward

higher alignment.

In this framework, dolphins are not subjects of study, but
partners, guides, and transmitters of ancient wisdom. Lilly
even claimed to have been “guided from within” at certain
moments of his life. Coincidence? Synchronicity? Or some-
thing deeper?

UFOS, Aquatic Entities,

and Occult Transhumanism

Let’s move beyond the classic airborne abduction narrative.
Hidden beneath the oceans—and social taboos—are
lesser-known testimonies of aquatic contact: immersive,
fluid, and deep. Water, the planet’s primal medium, may
also be the scene of unconventional encounters.

Reported phenomena include:
* Conscious fusion with dolphins or marine beings,
often during hypnosis or ultra-lucid dreams
* Entities described as part-human, part-aquatic, with
heightened empathy and cognition, often bearing
ecological messages
* Secret bases, possibly co-occupied by humans
(military?) and advanced aquatic beings, located in hard-
to-access regions—submerged plateaus or tectonic zones

Here’s a disturbing but intriguing idea: What if certain
covert programs are already exploring a bio-inspired trans-
humanism, integrating attributes from non-human life into
the human species? Not microchips—but cognitive tem-
plates, enhanced senses, and functions such as echolocation
or... unihemispheric sleep.

From this perspective, the dolphin becomes more than a
model—it is a living prototype of a parallel humanity, or
perhaps a missing link between ourselves and an Other.

'The implant, in this scenario, would not be a technological
foreign body, but a biological frequency adjustment—a
resonance aligned to a collective aquatic consciousness.

Conclusion: The Dolphin as a Living Vector

of Contact?

What if dolphins weren't just fascinating animals, but bio-
logical ambassadors to a broader consciousness?

Their ability to exist between two realms (wake/sleep, sea/
air), their empathic and communal intelligence, and their
perception through sound all hint at a balance humanity is
still striving to attain.

Perhaps what we call an “implant”isn’t a chip at all...but
a vibration. And the dolphin, a silent guide toward a new
ecology of mind. ®

Janny Charrueau has been a CAG Inter-ERT Investigator
since 2018, writes on ufological topics, and is affiliated with
MUFON France.

JANUARY SKYWATCH

Jan 3: Full Moon, Supermoon, 10:04 UTC, known in
the Native American tradition as the Wolf Moon.
Quadrantids meteor shower, up to 40 per hour, best
viewing after midnight, but the full Moon will hinder
viewing. Close approach of the Moon and Jupiter.

Jan 10: Jupiter at opposition. It will be brighter than at
any other time this year.

Jan 13: Lunar occultation of Antares.
Jan 18: New Moon, 19:53 UTC.

Jan 23: Close approach of the Moon, Saturn and
Meptune.

lan 30: Conjunction of the Moon and lupiter.

For updates on scheduled space launches, visit
https://spaceflightnow.com/launch-schedule,

Monthly sky maps:
http:/fwww.skymaps.com/downloads. html

THE MUFON JOURNAL | 11
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EMPOWERING MUFON INVESTIGATORS
WITH REAL-TIME DATA

By John Clark Craig
All photos are courtesy of the National UFO Historical Records Center

P‘or decades, you and I and every dedicated Field Investi-
gator in this organization have been stuck in a frustrat-
ing cycle of retrospective investigation. We are the detec-
tives arriving at the scene long after the crime has been
committed, the perpetrators have fled, and the witnesses
have gone home.

We receive a CMS report days, weeks, or sometimes years
“after the fact.” We interview the witness, but we know the
uncomfortable scientific truth: Human memory is mal-
leable. It degrades. The moment an event ends, the brain
begins shedding details or filling in gaps with imagination.
By the time we begin to investigate, the object is long gone,
and we are left trying to reconstruct a moment in time
based on fading recollections and, if we are lucky, a grainy,
singular photo.

That delay is the enemy of science.

As a former MUFON Field Investigator, programmer by
trade, and UFO experiencer with a life-long passion to find

12 | JANUARY 2026

the truth, I have spent years analyzing this bottleneck. I
realized that if we want to move from “anecdote” to “evi-
dence,” we must stop archiving history and start capturing
data while it is happening. We need to shift from a reactive
stance to a proactive one

The UFO-Track Service

'This realization is the genesis of UFO-Track, a new net-
work designed not to replace MUFON’s forensic excel-
lence, but to act as the “first responder” system that enhanc-
es deeper investigation where possible.

To understand the philosophy behind UFO-Track, imagine
it is the evening of March 13,1997, in Phoenix, Arizona.
A colossal, silent, V-shaped craft is drifting over the city.
Those lucky enough to just look up, stare in awe. Very few
have the time or even the thought to grab a camera or cam-
corder. The resulting evidence is well known, but it remains

sparse, shaky, and debated to this day.



Now, imagine a different scenario using today’s technology.

'The moment the first credible report is made, or the instant
a specialized sensor detects a magnetic anomaly, hundreds
of phones buzz in pockets across the Phoenix metro area.
The message is simple: “Anomaly detected. Look up. Be
ready.”

Within seconds, hundreds of prepared citizens are outside.
They aren't just looking; they are already documenting. They
are recording video from multiple angles, time-stamped
and geo-located. An isolated, debatable anecdote instantly
becomes a verified, data-rich event.

This is no longer science fiction. This is the functionality we
have built into the UFO-Track network.

The Power of the Real-Time Network

While we have developed specialized hardware (which I
will discuss shortly), I want to emphasize the true power of
this project lies in the social network. You do not need our
hardware device to be a critical node in this system.

'The core of the project is the ability to alert our members/
investigators within a 50-mile radius of a sighting as it
unfolds. We focus on real-time speed for several critical
reasons:

Memory Integrity
As mentioned, the sooner a witness records an
observation, the less likely it is to be distorted.

The Network Effect

A single witness often lacks scientific credibility in

the eyes of investigators and the public, and even

good sighting data is quickly dismissed. But if we can
instantly alert a local network, we turn a single sighting
into a multi-witness event. Credibility skyrockets.

Multi-Video Analysis

Even with poor quality video taken by the phone in
everyone’s pocket today, two or more videos of an
object from different locations can enable 3D analysis
of distance, size, velocity, and acceleration—data far
beyond the norm that has been elusive to obtain in
the past.

The Rapid Report Form

We have created a streamlined reporting tool available

on any smartphone, at https://report.ufo-track.com. Our
rapid form is designed for ultimate speed. You pre-fill your
location and email, so when you see something; it takes sec-
onds to notify the system. (Member reports alert instantly,
non-member reports require vetting.)

UFO-Track Sighting Report

R irt ar jhting r area.

Your Email

witness@somemail.com

Your Location

37.7878, -105.8885

Primary Characteristic

Disc / Saucer shape

Which direction is it moving towards?

Erratic, non-linear movement

Optional Quick Note

Red blinking lights]

Submit Report

A sample of the streamlined sighting report.

Once a report is filed, it populates a worldwide map in real
time. Anyone can view this map at https://sightings.ufo-
track.com. If you are a member of the network service and
you live near that event, you get a text alert. As this service
expands, we can potentially predict the direction of motion
of an anomalous object and alert members ahead of the

object’s path.

Automating the Watch: The UFO-Sense Device

We know that even the most dedicated investigator can-
not watch the sky 24/7.This is where my background in
programming and electronics comes into play. We devel-
oped UFO-Sense, a consumer electronics device designed
to automatically detect subtle shifts in the Earth’s magnetic
field or its gravitational acceleration.

UFO-Sense is a dedicated monitor that sits quietly on a
shelf in your home, connected to your WiFi. It monitors
the environment for magnetic or gravitic anomalies.
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UFO-Sense is constantly vigilant, sending an instant text whenever a shift in magnetic fields is detected.

If you study the historical record, particularly reports from
military pilots, a pattern emerges. When UAPs are in close
proximity, compasses spin as magnetic fields distort. UFO-
Sense scans continuously for these shifts. If it detects one,
it doesn't just beep in your empty living room, it sends an
instant text alert to you (wherever you are) and notifies the
local network.

By utilizing the latest in sensor technology, we have man-
aged to keep the cost of this device around $100. However,
I want to reiterate: Owning the device is optional. The
human network, the eyes on the skies, is the most sophisti-
cated sensor system we have.
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The Science: Triangulation and the “No-Fly Zone”
Why are we so obsessed with getting multiple eyes on the
target? It comes down to basic geometry.

For years, we have been frustrated by the “best UFO
picture ever,” which usually turns out to be a bright light
against a black background, making it nearly impossible to
determine size, distance, or speed. Is it a drone at 500 feet
or a craft at 50 miles?

As UFO-Track increases the odds that two or more mem-
bers capture video of the same object from different loca-
tions, we can use stereoscopic 3D analysis to
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mathematically calculate the object’s distance and altitude.
'This is valuable information, no doubt, but we can go one
better. This allows us to explore the concept of the “No-Fly
Zone.”

Consider this: No conventional aircraft or high-altitude
balloons fly above approximately 20 miles altitude (the
upper limit of buoyancy and air-breathing engines). Con-
versely, satellites do not orbit below about 100 miles (due to
atmospheric drag).

This leaves, at minimum, an 80-mile band of altitude, the
“No-Fly Zone,” where the only things traversing are rocks
(meteors) and rockets.

If our network can provide the data to triangulate an object

hovering or maneuvering within this zone, we have scientif-
ically proven it is not a normal plane, balloon, or satellite. It

is an anomaly demanding an explanation. This is the kind of
hard data that leads to disclosure.

A Partnership: UFO-Track and MUFON
It is vital to understand how UFO-Track views its rela-
tionship with MUFON. We are not competitors: We are

complementary forces.

Think of UFO-Track as the emergency response system.
Our job is immediate detection, rapid alert, and data cap-
ture during the event. We are the triage unit.

Think of MUFON as the forensic detectives. MUFON’s
job is the deep analysis, the witness interviews, the vetting
of hoaxes, and the long-term scientific study.

We strongly suggest that, after the adrenaline fades, all
significant events captured by the UFO-Track network

be reported to MUFON for in-depth study. We want our
networked witnesses to provide better data for you, the in-
vestigator. We want to hand you a file containing not just a
story, but triangulated video, magnetic sensor readings, and
verified, time-stamped data from multiple devices, cameras,
and witnesses.

Citizen-Led Disclosure

We founded UFO-Track because, like many of you, we are
tired of waiting. We are tired of waiting for the government
to release a redacted report telling us what we already know.
We are tired of the “drip disclosure” from the military-in-
dustrial-government complex.

The technology now exists for us to do this ourselves. We
have the internet, we have supercomputers in our pockets,
and we have affordable sensor hardware. But most impor-
tantly, we have each other.

The era of the solitary witness is over. The era of the net-
worked investigator has begun.

continued on page 23
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An Appreciation of Grant House

By Michael Harris Hoffman

'm deeply saddened by the passing of Grant House.

We were first in touch after Grant kindly referred to
one of my columns in his own writing for the MUFON
Journal. He presented his fascinating views on the writings
of the Baha’i Faith as a promising source for deeper un-
derstanding of the implications of extraterrestrial contact.
His writings, visionary yet at once also modest in tone and
respectful, continue to engage me in the friendliest way to
adopt a deeper and more understanding perspective in my
own work in ufology.

Grant’s good nature and sense of humor came through

in all of his communications with me. I find the ufologi-
cal community a great place to find congenial friends and
colleagues, but Grant was unique. His welcoming way of
communicating and his thoughtfulness were exceptional in
my experience among students of the UFO phenomenon.
And from that viewpoint, exceptional to folks from other
fields of inquiry as well. His consideration and respect for

We are not alone in
the universe.

We know this now.
The Government
will never tell us the

whole truth.

We know this, too.

other perspectives come through in his literary work, even
as he presents ideas and themes from writings of the Baha'i.

Faith likely to be new to most readers of literature about
the UFO phenomenon.

While the sciences remain central to UFO research, there is
a vital need for expanded thought and inquiry leading us to
other perspectives as well. Grant took to the challenge and
opportunity. His perspective and introduction of writings
of the Baha’i Faith offer new ideas on the implications of
extraterrestrial contact. His contribution is user-friendly for
the new reader, while also rewarding repeat readers of his
writing.

Grant was a unique advocate for a kind and humane ap-
proach to ufology and the anomalistic side of life. To bor-
row an immortal line from history, Grant appealed to the
better angels of our nature at a time when human-extra-
terrestrial contact may be drawing near. We can all benefit
by considering Grant’s personal example and continuing to

study his thoughtful and insightful work.

It is time to discover.
what’s NEXT

“Accidental Truth -
NEXT”

A film by Ron James

Narrated by
Matthew Modine

Handle the Truth. February 2026
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SCINOTE

January 2026

Welcome to a New Year of great science and space dis-
coveries. 2026 brings the return of US astronauts to lunar
space. Artemis II is scheduled to launch next month, a
historic return to our lunar exploration path. The crew is
composed of some amazing NASA astronauts, Reid Wise-
man (Commander), Victor Glover (Pilot), and Christina
Koch (Mission Specialist), plus Canadian Space Agency
(CSA) astronaut Jeremy Hansen (Mission Specialist). Years
of training and preparation are about to culminate in an
historic journey.

After a successful Artemis I uncrewed mission around the
moon in November 2022, we are now ready to return to
cislunar space with crew. This is the next stepping stone to a
permanent presence on our nearest celestial neighbor. If all
goes well with Artemis II, Artemis III will be landing peo-
ple on the surface for the first time in more than 50 years.

'The last time humans were on the moon was Apollo 17, the
eleventh and final mission of the Apollo program, the sixth
time humans were on the surface. The mission lasted from
December 7-19,1972. Apollo 17 featured the iconic Lunar
Roving Vehicle and many scientific objectives. Astronauts
Gene Cernan and Harrison Schmitt spent 75 hours on the
surface. Schmitt was also the first scientist-astronaut, some-
thing that is now commonplace in the NASA astronaut
program. When the Apollo program ended, no one thought
it would be another 50 years before humans returned. The
Apollo program was the inspiration for many scientists and
engineers in todays aerospace industry. Our aerospace tech-
nology and capability has flourished and we are more than
ready to return to the Moon.

AROUND TH

ART

HILES

ALL HUMANITY

EMIS |

AEID WikEBAN VIETEH LOVER SERERY HEMBEN

BARBRA SCHUESSLER SOBHANI can be reached at: journaleditor@mufon.com
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By Barbra Sobhani, MUFON Journal Managing Editor

The MUFON EXPERIENCER RESOURCE TEAM (ERT) is dedicated to helping experiencers of alien contact. The
first step towards understanding this phenomenon is hearing from the experiencers themselves. Experiencers fill
out a short Experiencer Questionnaire. The ERT reviews then and decides on a course of action appropriate to
the person's needs. These are the statistics on number of report questionnaires received in 2025 in both the US
and abroad.
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL
AL 5 MT 2 Canada 31 Ukraine
AS 1 NE UK 21 Paraguay
AR " NV 10 Australia 18 Croatia
AZ 28 NH 2 France 6 Norway
CA 64 NJ 15 Brazil 7 Czech Republic
CcO 14 NM 6 Italy 6 Morocco
CT 6 NY 22 Poland 6 Colombia
DE 1 NC 17 Netherlands |6 Martinique
FL 32 ND 4 Germany 5 Bangladesh
GA 17 OH 20 India 4 Azerbaijan
HI OK 10 Mexico 3 Kyrgyzstan
ID OR 9 South Africa |3 China
IL 15 PA 21 Spain 3 Ireland
IN 15 RI Russia 3 Botswana
A 8 SC Iran 3 Costa Rica
KS SD Romania 2 Venezuala
KY 12 TN 15 Finland 2 Peru
LA TX 39 Portugal 2 Switzerland
ME uT 9 Denmark 2
MD VT 1 Argentina 2
MA " VA 12
MI 25 WA 28
MN 12 WV
MS 4 WI
MO 13 WY 1

DC 2




By John Ventre

MUFON West Virginia State Director and Pennsyl-
vania Assistant State Director Fred Saluga passed
away on December 1, 2025. Fred joined MUFON

in Florida in 1996 and worked with Joe Jordan. In
2007, | noticed Fred’s name on our member list with
a Florida address. | quickly recruited him into Penn-
sylvania MUFON. When the 2008 Bucks County
UFO wave hit, our cases tripled. With the broadcast
of Discovery Channel’'s UFOs over Earth, our mem-
bership and investigators also tripled. With manag-
ing seven states, Fred and Bill Weber were integral
in helping me run Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and
Delaware MUFON. | promoted Fred to West Virginia
State Director and Bill to Delaware State Director,
but we always worked as a team conducting train-
ing classes and 42 conferences in Erie, Pittsburgh,
and Philadelphia from 2008 to 2024. Fred had the
“people” skills, and | the manager’s skills. Fred and |
did a monthly show on public television called UFOs
over Pittsburgh. After 44 episodes, we moved the
show to my house under the name String Theory of
the Unexplained. In total, we did almost 100 epi-
sodes, which are available on YouTube. We made PA
MUFON great!

Fred was a character. He would refer to his home-
town as Fayettenam, so | would introduce Fred as
the “James Bond of Fayettenam.” His passion for
Bigfoot far exceeded his passion for UFOs. We
lobbied MUFON to investigate the Bigfoot-UFO
connection. Fred would conduct free UFO-Bigfoot
conferences in extended rural locations to get the
word out. Fred taught a UFO class at a local college,
which | have picked up as instructor. Fred, Bill We-
ber, John Dousette, and | went to many symposiums
together, the most fun being in Las Vegas, of course,
when we stayed on the Strip at my timeshare. Fred
was a good friend and will be missed by many,
especially me. | will miss our long drives around the
state and our talks on conservative politics, UFOs,
and cryptids...

IN REMEMBRANCE AND HONOR OF

FRED SALUGA

1949-2025

His daughter Leah Saluga wrote this prior to his
passing:

My father is truly one of a kind. At 76, he’s lived a life
defined by selflessness, honesty, and a deep com-
mitment to helping others. Even now, after being di-
agnosed with acute myeloid leukemia, he continues
to inspire everyone around him with his strength and
wit. He’s been a police chief, CYF [Children, Youth,
and Families] investigator, outpatient drug and alco-
hol counselor, Bigfoot and paranormal investigator.
His curiosity and compassion have touched count-
less lives; he’s always been there for people—no
matter who they are or what they are going through.
Throughout his life, my father has made a huge dif-
ference in this world and in so many people’s lives.
His impact goes far beyond our family—he’s been a
friend, mentor, and source of hope for so many. This
diagnosis has forced him to stop working and relo-
cate to Pittsburgh for treatment, far from his home in
West Virginia. Now the time has come that his body
is not responding to the treatments: One treatment
affects another in not so good ways. So, what it is
now is the end of the road for my poppa. He’s going
to be crossing the rainbow bridge anytime now.
Comfort measures only at this time. | do want to also
say how very strong and courageous he is through
all of this up until he just fell asleep; we were still
talking, and laughing, and still handling business.

| want to complete his end of life wishes. | want to
celebrate his life, to remember all the memories with
him. Those cherished moments I'll hold in my heart
forever, each one unwrapping a smile. | know that
he was loved by many and that’s because he loved
so many. Thanks in advance.

John Ventre is a UFO researcher, author, and
a former Pennsylvania MUFON State Director.
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UFOThinkTank

The Mystery Airships—Past, Present, and Future

Unidentiﬁed drones, spotted car-
rying out suspicious maneuvers
tor unknown purposes, are today’s
mystery airships. There are curious
similarities between these continuing
drone sightings and those of mystery
airships reported circa 1896 to 1913
in the run-up to World War One. The
very real drone reports of today and
misty, uncertain airship stories handed
down from another era don't require
extraterrestrial explanations. But the
new, Earth-built drone swarms now
crowding our skies might be setting
future conditions for hypothetical ET
infiltration. The ET might be attracted
to using their smaller craft, disguised
as Earth-originating drones, to evade
the interest and attention drawn by

larger UFOs and USOs.

The great airship flap of 1896-1897
played out across the U.S. when
reports of mysterious, dirigible-like
flying machines flooded the news-
papers. Lots of reports, none ever
credibly backed by other sources. But
well over a century later, some linger-
ing doubt remains. Maybe there was
something there. And maybe the same
during the mystery airship flaps of
the early twentieth century. Reports
of mystery airship sightings in the
U.S., Europe and New Zealand prior
to World War One can be attributed
partly to hoaxes, newly developing
dirigible technology and public imagi-

nation. But a residue of doubt remains.

Maybe there was something else pres-
ent that’s never been explained. And
now there are the twenty-first century
drones...

Reports continue of suspicious drone
activities in the U.S. and Europe that
seem apart from known military oper-
ations. They can't be dismissed like the
mystery airship reports of earlier times.
Savvy modern witnesses and media
demand attention. (See “The 1896 Ex-
cuse,” MUFON Journal, February 2025.)
So, we now have reports of old-time
mystery airships and modern, mysteri-
ous drones that share similarities.

To the extent some old airships reports
might have described actual flying ma-
chines, they resembled new but known
technology of their times. Today’s
drones are definite modern technology.
If the mystery airships were real, their
origins and purposes have never been
ascertained. The origins, and motives,
behind sometimes mysterious modern
drone reports are unknown at least to
the public. Let’s consider one idea that
links these eras.

In 1953, the CIA’s Robertson Pan-

el issued its report dismissing UFO
sightings. But it did consider “Poten-
tial Related Dangers,” including that
frivolous UFO claims could bring on
“overloading of emergency reporting
channels with ‘false’information’... our
capability of detecting hostile activ-
ity will be reduced.” Looking to the
tuture, amid fast-growing security con-
cerns over drones and ever-continuing
reports of UFO and USO activity,
perhaps the Robertson warning could
be turned upside down.

An overload of suspicious, alarming
done sightings originating here on
Earth might blot out detection of
drone-like activities carried out by
compact, extraterrestrial spacecraft in
disguise. The mystery airship saga con-
tinues in modern form. If there were
no extraterrestrial craft involved in it
before—e.g. disguised as dirigibles—
then our aerospace technology may be
reaching the point where it becomes
easy for them to mix in now.

MICHAEL HARRIS HOFFMAN can be reached at ab@armanbirnbaum.com
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MUFON welcomes

new Field Investigators
Jimmy Noble, AL; Eric
Leister, TX; Mark Dickey,
LA; Christine Broekling, MO;
David Hough, OR; Maria
Cesaro-Golding, NJ; Lewis
Strotten, England; Jean-
Marc Mouxaux, France;
Shyam Ramasamy, Sin-
gapore; Xavier Joubert,
France; Regis Lopez,
France.

MUFON Appointments
Robert Spearing, Director of
International Development;
Fernanda Pires, Director of
International Investigations;
Eric Barrouillet, Director of
CAG International; Mike Riso,
Assistant State Director, CA
S; Mark Toffle, CAG; Elaine
Motta, Experiencer Resource
Team; Michael King, Ex-
periencer Resource Team;
Brandon Burton, Experiencer
Resource Team; Mary Jane
Kuehner, Experiencer
Resource Team.

Upcoming MUFON
meetings and events

MUFON ALASKA

is beginning monthly Chap-
ter meetings in January. The
meetings will be held via
Zoom on the 2nd Sunday of
the month at 2 p.m. AKST.
Contact Shay Klingbiel at
shayklingbiel.mufonak@
gmail.com to receive
instructions on attending
the Zoom meeting. Meet-
ings are free and open to
everyone.
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MUFON MINUTES

Send all state notices of events and meetings to Marketa at symposium@mufon.com

MUFON ARIZONA
MUFON Phoenix

meetings TBA. More info at
phoenixmufon.com
MUFON Sedona

Info at
www.SedonaMUFON.org
MUFON Tucson

On January 24, noon to

2 p.m., we will have John
DeSouza talking about
topics in his upcoming book
The Extra-Dimensionals. We
meet at 1800 N. Oracle Rd.
Admission is $15 cash.
More information at
tucsonmufon.com

MUFON ARKANSAS

NW Section meets monthly
on the fourth Saturday at
the Explorer Scientific, 1010
S 48th Street, Springdale,
AR, from 10 a.m. to noon.

MUFON CALIFORNIA
Marin Sonoma

(Northern California’s Wine
Country meeting) We meet
the first Saturday of the
month (exceptions listed

on the website), 3to 5 p.m.
(PT), in-person at the Pet-
aluma Community Center,
Petaluma, CA. For event
announcements, monthly
speakers, and more, join our
newsletter email list: https://
MUFONMarinSonoma.com
Orange County

Go to www.mufonoc.org
and scroll down the page
to register for monthly live-
streaming lectures. You can
also join our Meetup.com
group by visiting: https://

for inclusion before the 10th of the month prior to the month of the event.

www.meetup.com/mufon-
orange-county.

Northern CA Meets every
second Saturday of the
month, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
(PT) at Round Table Pizza,
8755-A Sierra College Blvd,
Roseville, CA. Visit www.
northerncaliforniamufon.
com

San Diego Hosts monthly
Zoom meetings on the third
Sunday at 6 p.m. Email Wil
Wakely: wilw31@gmail.com
for Zoom meeting details.
Free and open to all.
Southern CA Starting
January 4, we will be hold-
ing monthly Zoom speaker
meetings at 2 p.m. (PT) on
the first Sunday of each
month. These meetings will
be open to the public. Reg-
istration links for the meet-
ings will be posted on our
Facebook and Instagram
pages, so be sure to follow.
We will post a donation link
during the meeting, but
there is no fee to attend.
All are welcome.
https://www.facebook.com/
SoCalMUFON
https://www.instagram.
com/socalmufon/

CENTRAL REGION
MUFON The MUFON
Midwest Podcast is now on
the main MUFON YouTube
Channel. Annual meeting on
Zoom January 31at 2 p.m.
Open to all members in ND,
SD, NE, IA, KS and MO. State
officers will explain what

is happening in their state.

More information at www.
mufoncentralregion.org.

MUFON COLORADO

Go to comufon.org for
meeting detail info. We meet
the second Saturday of each
month at 1 p.m. (MT) at the
City of Centennial facility,
7272 S. Eagle St. in Centen-
nial, CO. Enjoy meeting with
folks who have the same
interest as you in UFOs!

MUFON CONNECTICUT
For information, go to
www.mufonct.com

MUFON DC has in-person
meetings every second
Saturday of the month from
12:30 to 3 p.m. at Coco
Lezzone, 915 15th street NW,
in downtown Washington,
DC. For more information,
visit the MUFON DC group
page on Facebook or email
mufon202@gmail.com.

MUFON MISSOURI

has monthly in-person meet-
ings on the third Wednesday
at the Llbrary in Arnold,

and the second Saturday

at Johnny's Tavern in Blue
Springs with guest speakers.
Periodic meetings are held
in other cities. Email: Margie
Kay at momufonasd@gmail.
com or Debbie Ziegelmeyer,
SD, at mufondiver@gmail.
com. More information at
www.missouri mufon.org
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continued from page 15

Membership in the UFO-Track network is $5 per month,
less than a cup of coffee. This supports the server and
texting costs, and development of new tools such as the
upcoming “UFO-CQ” signaling device and a new type of
all-sky camera. But more than that, it connects you to a
community that is awake, aware, and looking up.

We don't have to wait for permission to find the truth. We
can build the net, catch the data, and prove the reality of
this phenomenon together.

To learn more, view the live map, or join the network,

please visit: https://UFO-Track.com
Keep looking up!

John Clark Craig has a technical background in electronics
and software book authoring for Microsoft. He is the lead
developer behind the UFO-Track alerting service and the
UFO-Sense detection unit and runs the project alongside his
wife, EJ, a mathematician. He has written two books on UFO
topics: Proactive Disclosure and How to Investigate UFOs/
UAPs Using Your Smartphone.

MUFON MONTANA hosts
in-person monthly meetings
at 7:30 p.m. on the second
Wednesday of each month
at the Missoula Public
Library, 455 E. Main St.,
room 316. Contact bbenson.
mufon@gmail.com for more
information.

MUFON NEVADA holds
monthly meetings on the
fourth Thursday of each
month from 7 to 9 p.m. at
The Beacon Center, 4505
West Hacienda Ave,, Las
Vegas, NV.

MUFON NEW JERSEY
holds a monthly Zoom
meeting 7 to 9 p.m. A link
will be emailed to the field
investigators. Members and
anyone interested in attend-
ing can email dfmufonfield-
investigator@gmail.com.

MUFON NEW YORK

Visit wwvw.NYMUFON.com
for all Chapter news, articles
of interest, meetings, and
upcoming events.

MUFON NEW MEXICO
meets for “Coffee Cups &
Flying Saucers” at Otero
Arts every month on the
third Saturday at 11 a.m. in
Alamogordo, NM. We dis-

cuss flying saucers, UFOs,
UAPs, local sightings, ab-
ductions, and unexplained
experiences. There is no
cover charge, MUFON mem-
bership is not required but
encouraged, and we broad-
cast via Zoom. Meeting ID:
883 4463 4376, passcode:
299031. Visit our Facebook
page New Mexico MUFON
Group for more information
or email us at NM-Mufon@
gmail.com.

MUFON NORTHLAND
Next meeting is Saturday,
January 17, at the VFW in
Grand Rapids, MN, the Dr.
Carlsen Library in Fargo,
ND, and online. We meet
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. (CST).
Our January guest is Scott
Walter, presenting “The
Cremona Document.” Go
to www.NorthlandMUFON.
com for more information. If
you can’t make it in person,
watch via Zoom; the link will
be on our website. Email
NorthlandMUFONInfo@
gmail.com for more info.

MUFON OKLAHOMA
hosts a public meeting via
Zoom from 7 to 8 p.m. (CT)
on the third Thursday of
every EVEN month (Feb.,
April, June, August, October,
December). On odd months,

skill building sessions are
held for Field Investigators.
Please visit our Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/
OklahomaMutualUFONet-
work to obtain the meet-

ing link and learn of other
scheduled events.

MUFON OREGON

Zoom meetings are held
on the third Tuesday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. To
get up-to-date information,
please visit our website,
Oregonmufon.com

MUFON TEXAS

MUFON Houston hosts
Bryan Sims on the third
Tuesday of the month,

5to 7 p.m., at Rudy’s BBQ,
24503 Tomball Pkwy.,
Tomball, TX.
HoustonMUFON.org.
MUFON DFW hosts William
Rucker on second Sunday of
every other month if speaker
allows, 3to 5 p.m., at The
REC at 1175 Municipal Way,
Grapevine, TX.

MUFON Rio Grande Valley
hosts Lillian Jiménez on the
second or third Saturday

of the month, 11:30 a.m. to

3 p.m., at the Dustin Michael
Sekula Library, 1906 S.
Closner Blvd., Edinburg, TX.

MUFON UTAH

Check next month for
listing. For more info email
dustinmufon@gmail.com

MUFON VIRGIN
ISLANDS

meets on the first Satur-

day of every month from
1to 2:30 p.m. at VI Coffee
Roasters in the King Chris-
tian Hotel on the island of St.
Croix. If interested, contact
National Director Leonard at
mufonusvi@gmail.com.
Facebook.com/groups/
mufonusvi

MUFON WISCONSIN
Please follow our website:
www.mufonwisconsin.com

What’s New With You?
We encourage you to
submit an article about your
chapter.

Please email Bob Spearing
at doid@mufon.com
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